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Editor – Beth Rogers

Madness is the official publication of 
the Motor-Stadt Region (MST) of the 
Porsche Club of America (PCA).

The ideas, opinions, and suggestions 
made herein are solely those of the 
authors and do not represent an 
official opinion or position of MST or 
PCA. MST and PCA do not endorse any 
specific product or procedure by virtue 
of its inclusion in Madness. Permission 
to reprint any material appearing in 
Madness requires the written 
permission of the Editor. Submission 
of articles or photos for publication in 
Madness are welcome but are subject 
to editorial review and may be 
rejected.

Submit articles or photos to Beth 
Rogers, editor, as Word files, pdfs, or 
image formats (e.g. jpg). Send them to 
motorstadt.pca@gmail.com 

Advertising Policy & Rates
Non-commercial classified ads (e.g. 
cars or parts for sale) are published in 
Madness in the “Member Message 
Board” at no cost to PCA members or 
at nominal cost to non-members.

Commercial display or classified 
advertisements that are of interest to 
members, whether automotive 
related or not, are published in 
Madness. Contact Piotr Pawlak for ad 
rates at (motorstadt.pca@gmail.com). 

Subscriptions
Monthly issues of Madness are 
available to MST and PCA members for 
free and are sent by email. 

Address Changes
Please notify: 
PCA National headquarters
P.O. Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21045
www.pca.org 

   

Looking for PCA/Motor-Stadt apparel or a name badge? 
Visit https://stores.inksoft.com/motor-stadt/shop/home
to order directly.

 Want to stay updated 
  on the what’s going on in 
  our region?

Check out or post on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/groups/2133402886881201/

Also visit the up-to-date Motor-Stadt web site 
(https://mst.pca.org) for club news and activities.

You are encouraged to post items on our social media 
platforms that would be of interest to club members—
no ads or nothing political, religious, or divisive, please; 
and no license plates. Your photos

                      and/ or written contributions can be 
featured in our next newsletter! We welcome your 
newsletter submissions! Porsche vehicles, events, 
drives, tech-tips, etc. Please email posts and/or photos 
to Beth Rogers at bethrogers906@gmail.com or             
motorstadt.pca@gmail.com  along with your 
newsletter comments or suggestions.
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All Board meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month. 
This month it is in Spag”a Bar & 
Grill, Williamston beginning at 
6:30 p.m. All club members are 
invited. 

     2025 Board Meeting Dates

Motor-Stadt
motorstadt.pca@gmail.com

January 
14

February
  11

March
11

April 
8

May 
13

June 
10

July 
8

August 
12

September
 9

October 
14

November
 11

December 
9

2025 Motor-Stadt 

Officers & Board of 

Directors

James Yen - President

Joe Lavender – Vice  President 
Insurance Chair

Steve Lee- Secretary

Mark Haas - Treasurer

Adi Mathews- Social Media Chair

Beth Rogers -  Newsletter Editor

Curtis Howe – Driving Tour Chair

Piotr Pawlak – Advertising       

Paula Zimmer -  Activities Chair

Matt McFadden – Autocross 
Chair

Charlie Hagen -  Historian

Randy Kleiman  - Legal Counsel

Board Members -
 Don Dickmann
 Ken Jones
 Steve Lee

 You can contact the board at:
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Motor-Stadt Region
 Membership as of May 1, 2025

Primary Members  187 
Affiliate Member      86

     Total        273 
   

PCA  Juniors    15

PCA National Club Membership as of May 1, 2024:

            Primary 110508
           Affiliate   56833

                 Total  167,364   

Porsche Club of America is the largest single-marque 
car club in the world.

Welcome New PCA/Motor-Stadt Region Members 
      & Their Cars:

Clint William

2007 911 Turbo
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Events Calendar for Motor-Stadt 
Region PCA  

2025  Calander of Events

  Event dates:
 
      
October 18, 2025 –  Dealer / Fall Event  
                     Drive to Orchard 
January  – to be announced  Winter Dinner
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Enjoy a drink and pizza 
on the club during 
regular meetings

   

 Monthly Club Meeting 

You are invited to join the monthly  “Porsche lineup” and welcomed to 
attend! The club holds an informal meeting of members the second 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  This month’s meeting is at Spag”s 
Bar & Grill in Williamston.

NEXT MEETING:   November 11, 2025
Spag”s Bar &Grill,  Williamston
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 Rocket Launch
     Hot, Breezy and Mostly Successful
                          by Curtis Howe, Drive Chair

Who would have thought that October 4th would be 85°, very sunny and have a 
good breeze,  but so it was Saturday for the rocket launch.

LeNan and I started prepping rockets on Friday.  Selecting and inserting motors, 
fluffing parachutes and checking their general condition.  We chose 25 of the 53 
rockets that I currently have ready to fly for this event.  All shapes and sizes.

Saturday morning, we stuffed the chutes, gathered up the launch equipment and 
loaded the cars.  We headed to the launch site at about 12:00 to get everything 
set up.  We took our canopy along as protection from the sun and to keep 
everything in the shade.  A short while later, my fellow Portlander and Club 
Member, Bill Roeser joined us in getting ready for the day of rocket launching.

As 1:00 o’clock rolled around we were it.  Just the three of us.  We decided to start 
the show.  A short time later we were excited to see a Porsche pull into the lot.  
We were joined by a member from Fenton and his son.  Sorry, I was so busy with 
the launch I forgot your name.

Throughout the event, I would set up the rockets on the launch pad and Mystery 
Guest, his son, Bill and LeNan would do the hard work of fetching the rockets 
after they landed.

The winds started picking up after several launches.  As we watched the Bandito 
go sidewise instead of down after chute deployment, landing deep in the corn 
field several hundred yards away, I decided to call it a day.
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We launched a total of 16 rockets.  Of those, 11 were excellent and did what they 
were supposed to.  Go up, discharge the parachute and float gently back to earth.  
Even the Astro Sat LSX flew beautifully, releasing both onboard satellites and all 
three returned intact.  The AstroCam also did its job recording video footage of its 
equals 5.  What happened to the other 5 rockets that were launched.  Wflight.  
Video turned out well, and I grabbed several interesting frames.

16 minus 11 e already mentioned the Bandito which is going to end up in 
someone’s Corn Flakes.  Three others went up and came down.  Just not like they 
were supposed to.  The Riptide and Vagabond suffered separation anxiety, that is 
the shock cord broke, and the nosecone and body came down separately.  We 
recovered all the rocket parts but unfortunately the $45 altimeter the Vagabond 
was carrying was not recovered.  The Dragonite lost a fin on the way up.  Luckily, 
LeNan kept her I on it and was able to find it.  And last but by no means least, the 
engine in the Firehawk decided to blow up as it left the launch pad causing some 
structural damage to the rocket.

The great thing about model rockets is they can all be repaired, if you don’t want to 
keep a blown apart shell as a keepsake.  And these will all be repaired and fly 
again.

That raps up this adventure.  5 people enjoyed it.  And they were all very helpful, 
thanks.

Continued from previous page
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Dragon’s Tail
     By Don Helle 
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Continued from previous page



Motor-Stadt Madness october  2025 

15

DINNER DRIVE TO METZGER’S EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS

            By John Yeager

It all started with the meet and greet in the Jackson National parking lot on September 11, 2025.  

Renewing friendships.  Starting new ones.  And the art show --  multiple shiny Porsches all in a line, for 

Adi and James to photograph.  

Then Curtis declared start time and we went for the cars.  I  had arrived with the top up but noticed a 

red Boxster arrive with the top down and another was retracting the top when I went to get back into 

mine, so it was top down time  for me, too.  

We started south out of the parking lot, then went east on Sandhill Road.  Lots of joy on the way to Ann 

Arbor.  I turned off the CD audio to enjoy the music of the drive,  and the optics of field corn at full 

height and yellowing. Much like a  tunnel of trees experience. As the drive progressed, the air masses 

sometimes felt cooler as the sun retreated behind us,  even a one lane bridge underpass for variety.

But the main event was the curves and corners  on the route, lots of them, often labelled with lower 

speed guidance suggestions.  Nothing like shifting down, then exiting a turn under full acceleration (to 

try to keep up with the Carrera ahead of me), in follow the leader style. Lots of corners and curves, to 

enjoy the many experiences of Porsche handling and when exiting turns, the upper tach muscle range.  

After a while I noticed that I was not driving with my hands at 10 and 2, but 10 and 4, my first time 

seriously using the thumb shift thing.  

Soon, maybe even too soon, we were at Metzger’s and parked in the far area and had a great meal with 

conversations.  Then home, with my mind still smiling following a dine and drive event that exceeded 

my expectations in so many ways.  Thanks, Curtis. 
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Auto Campus

PHOTOS REQUESTED FOR USE 
ON OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE 

Our Motor-Stadt Region website and club Facebook page will be 
updating their banner images for 2024! If you would like to contribute 
a favorite photo of your Porsche, image from a Porsche event or drive 

to be included in a photo montage, please email James Yen at 
motorstadt.pca@gmail.com for details. 

OUTSIDE MOTOR-STADT:
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Keep celebrating! Do you have photos or a story to share?
Thank you to all participants, and congratulations, again, to 

Motor-Stadt Region for 50 fabulous years and counting! 

“It’s not just the cars, 
   it’s the people.”
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Your text here
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Do you need something for your Porsche or have something of interest to sell to our 
PCA community? If so, you can list it here for FREE to reach your local PCA members! 
As a Motor-Stadt member, you are invited to post your buy-or-sell ad on this 
message board page (no business ads or solicitations, please.) Item suggestions: 
used vehicles, exterior body parts, interior parts, engine & drive train parts, tires, 
wheels, oil, posters, old copies of Panorama, model cars, etc. 

To Submit a Message Board Ad: 
Please email your written description with up to 3 photos to 
Beth Rogers at bethrogers906@gmail.com.

Member Message Board

21
27
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PCA Motor-Stadt Region

Board Minutes: October14, 2025  6:30PM  

Spag’s Bar & Grill, Williamston 

(Second Tuesday of the Month)

Present:   

Vice President: Joe Lavender  Board Member: Beth Rogers

Board Member: Adi Mathew   Board Member: Curtis Howe

Treasurer: Mark Haas   Board Member: Piotr Pawlak

Interim Secretary: Steve Lee *  Board Member: Ken Jones* 

                          

3 Additional member(s) in attendance

* Indicates past President  **Indicates current President

Call to Order – Secretary Steve Lee called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM.  

Meeting Minutes – The September board meeting minutes were previously approved 

via E-mail.

Membership Report – Steve Lee delivered the Membership Report. The club has 187 

Primary members, 86 Affiliate members for a total of 273 members.  

Treasurer’s Report – Mark Haas delivered the Treasurer’s Report. The club has $7,921.85 

in checking and $11,250.84 in the investment account for a total of $19,172.69.  The 

treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously (Moved J. Lavender / Seconded B. Rogers).

Advertising – Piotr Pawlak reported that no advertising check was received from OS&K 

for 2025 advertising. The decision to shift focus to 2026 advertising was agreed upon.   

Invoices for 2026 Advertising are projected to be sent in October. No changes to 

advertising rates with the club are being implemented. 

(Continued next page)
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Insurance – Joe Lavender reported insurance for the upcoming drive was obtained.

Newsletter – Beth Rogers reported that the October newsletter is nearly ready for 

publication.  

Web Page and Social Media – Adi Mathew reported he has photos from prior events 

ready to be uploaded to the website.  The board also discussed transitioning the club’s 

Instagram account.  

Committee Reports/Activities: 

 Dinner Drive 9/11 – Curtis Howe reported the dinner drive was a success  

 and positive feedback on the event was received.

 Rocket Launch 10/4 – Curtis Howe reported the rocket launch drive had an 

intimate sized group and a total of 15 rockets were launched.  

 

 Fall Color Tour 10/18 – The Fall Color Tour drive will begin at the dealership 

at 10:00.  Refreshments will be served until 11:00 followed by the drivers 

meeting, departure at 11:30, and a 30–40-minute drive to Cottage Creek 

Orchard.  

           

           2026 Planning – The board discussed having a group attend the Northern 

Worthersee Event in Frankenmuth in 2026 was had.  Joe Lavendar also 

mentioned that there is the possibility of collaborating with Rally Sport 

Region to secure registration slots for our members in one of their HPDE 

events next year at either Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course or Road America in 

2026.  

 Winter Dinner Planning – Mark Haas will inquire to see if someone would 

sponsor the club to host the Winter Dinner at the MSU Club again.  January 

17th, 2026, was the proposed date to tentatively see if the MSU Club is an 

option for this event.  

PCA Motor-Stadt October  Region Board Minutes
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- 2026 Board Positions – The secretary is preparing a letter to the membership 

notifying them of the current members at large who wish to continue their 

commitment to the club in 2026.  

 

Current Business:

- Bylaws – Curtis Howe reported that the club needs to reply to PCA National with 

some clarifying details before the proposed bylaw provisions are approved by 

National.  

- Logo Update – The updated Motor-Stadt Logo has not yet been approved by PCA 

National for use.

- Equipment Storage – Steve Lee & Nathan Traxler are in contact regarding desired 

trailer specifications.  Trailers in the approved budget will likely have dimensions 

of 7x12 on a single axle.  

Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 7:30 (Moved C. Howe / Seconded K. Jones)
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Fall is finally upon us.  The colorful scenery along with cool 
weather make for colorful drives.  We had a great time on our 
fall drive and dealership event . Paula Zimmer and the Serra 
Okemos Campus provided a wonderful continental breakfast 
for everyone. The weather was beautiful and we had a big 
group attend. Curtis Howe, our Drive Chair, led a group of 25 
Porsches on a pretty, fall, country drive. We ended up at 
Cottage Creek Orchard for apples, cider and merchandise.  I 
hope everyone takes the opportunity to get a drive in when the 
weather cooperates. Enjoy before the snowflakes are here!


