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Editor—Don Dickmann

Madness is the official publication of
the Motor-Stadt Region (MST) of the
Porsche Club of America (PCA).

The ideas, opinions, and suggestions
made herein are solely those of the
authors and do not represent an
official opinion or position of MST or
PCA. MST and PCA do not endorse any
specific product or procedure by virtue
of its inclusion in Madness. Permission
to reprint any material appearing in
Madness requires the written
permission of the Editor. Submission
of articles or photos for publication in
Madness are welcome but are subject
to editorial review and may be
rejected.

Submit articles or photos to Don
Dickmann, editor, as Word files, pdfs,
or image formats (e.g. jpg). Send them
to motorstadt.pca@gmail.com

Advertising Policy & Rates
Non-commercial classified ads (e.g.
cars or parts for sale) are published in
Madness in the “Member Message
Board” at no cost to PCA members or
at nominal cost to non-members.

Commercial display or classified
advertisements that are of interest to
members, whether automotive
related or not, are published in
Madness. Contact Steve Lee for ad
rates at (motorstadt.pca@gmail.com).

Subscriptions
Monthly issues of Madness are
available to MST and PCA members for
free and are sent by email. Hard
copies available on request.

Address Changes
Please notify:
PCA National headquarters
P.O. Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21045
www.pca.org

Want to stay updated on 
the what’s going on in our
region?

Check out or post on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/groups/2133402886881201/

Also visit the up-to-date Motor-Stadt web site 
(https://mst.pca.org) for club news & activities

You are encouraged to post items on our social media 
that would be of interest to club members—no ads or 
nothing political, religious, or divisive, please.

We especially want photos—your
Porsches, events, drives, etc.

Send posts and photos to Don Dickmann at                   
( motorstadt.pca@gmail.com ) or post them on our 
Facebook page.

Looking for PCA/Motor-Stadt apparel or a name badge?
Visit https://stores.inksoft.com/motor-stadt/shop/home
to order directly.

mailto:motorstadt.pca@gmail.com
mailto:motorstadt.pca@gmail.com
http://www.pca.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/2133402886881201/
https://mst.pca.org/
mailto:motorstadt.pca@gmail.com
https://stores.inksoft.com/motor-stadt/shop/home


Motor-Stadt Madness september 2022

President’s Letter

4

It	is	late	summer	for	2022!	This	August	the	weather	was	another	humid	and	hot	wild	roller-
coaster.	The	sun	gods	have	blessed	us	with	more	sunshine	and	warmth	than	last	year	at	the	
same	time.	The	month	was	also	very	dry.	The	rainfall	total	was	much	below	the	normal	
August	amount.	
	
As	was	stated	last	month,	this	August	our	membership	numbers	are	up	from	this	time	last	
year.	We	have	four	new	members	this	month,	but	some	members	have	transferred	out	and	
some	have	not	yet	renewed	their	membership.	Our	total	is	261	for	our	region,	which	
includes	176	primary	members	and	85	affiliate	members.	We	also	have	11	PCA	Juniors	this	
month.	
			
Motor-Stadt	held	our	second	autocross	this	summer	at	Birth	Run	Speedway	on	August	13.	
The	weather	was	much	cooler	and	cloudy	for	most	of	the	day.	But	there	was	a	big	threat	of	
rain	hanging	over	the	area	as	well,	around	60%!	But	only	around	four	raindrops	fell	at	the	
event!		Due	to	the	weather,	the	event	was	not	as	well	attended	as	our	first	one	in	July,	but	
those	that	showed	up	were	rewarded	with	plenty	of	bonus	track	runs.	Motor-Stadt	wants	
to	give	a	big	Thank	You	to	all	of	the	people	who	volunteered	to	make	the	event	run	
smoothly.	Also,	a	big	shout	out	goes	to	Porsche	of	Okemos	and	Paula	Zimmer	who	helped	
with	the	event	with	refreshments	and	some	Porsche	materials.	Our	first	auto	crosses	at	
Birch	Run	speedway	have	been	successful.	Let's	keep	the	success	going	The	money	that	
was	generated	from	the	autocross	was	donated	to	the	Food	Bank	of	Eastern	Michigan.	They	
graciously	accepted	our	$500	check	and	thanked	partners	like	us	for	supporting	their	
cause.	See	their	thankyou	letter	towards	the	end	of	this	newsletter.	
	
Porsche	Okemos	is	planning	a	Tailgate	Party	on	Oct	15th.	Save	the	date	and	look	forward	to	
email	updates.	
	
Fall	Drive	–	Joe	Lavender	has	proposed	an	October	22nd	Northern	Michigan	drive	through	
the	tunnel	of	trees.	Look	for	an	email	blast	with	details	if	plans	fall	into	place.	
	
50th	anniversary	celebration—The	Bavarian	Inn	hotel	in	Frankenmuth	has	been	reserved	
for	June	3rd,	2023.		
	
Stay	safe,	stay	healthy.	
Until	then,	dream	of	that	perfect	drive,	shifting	gears,	perfect	engine	temperature........	
	
Ken	Jones	
Motor-Stadt	President 
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2022 Motor-Stadt Officers 
& Board of Directors

Ken Jones—President

Joe Lavender—Vice-president

Steve Lee—Secretary,  
Advertising & Insurance

Mark Haas—Treasurer

Don Dickmann—At Large, 
Madness Editor

Terrill Whitney—At Large

James Yen—At Large, 
Social Media Chair 

Randy Kleiman—Legal Counsel

Historian—Charlie Hagen

New board members 
needed!

If you are interested contact the 
board at this email address: 

All Board meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month at
Spagnuolos restaurant in Okemos
beginning at 6:30 p.m. All club
members are invited.

2022 Board Meeting Dates

January 
11

February   
8

March
8

April 
12

May 
10

June 
14

July
12

August 
9

September 
13

October 
11

November 
8

December 
13

motorstadt.pca@gmail.com
Motor-Stadt

mailto:motorstadt.pca@gmail.com


Membership News

Motor-Stadt membership as of August 2022:
Primary 175
Affiliate 86 
Life 0
Total 261
PCA Juniors 11

PCA national membership as of August 2022:
Primary 97,564
Affiliate  51,857
Life 22
Total 149,443

The largest single marque car club!

New PCA/Motor-Stadt Members & Their Cars
Greg Konopka, Linden, 2018 911 Carrera T

Dan Niles, Fenton, 2015 911 GT3
Chris Pangerl, Flint, 1975 914 1.8 & 1985 928S

Jeffrey Szpunar, Benzonia, 2013 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet 

Welcome to the Club!
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Hang out with PCA on social media
In addition to the huge regional social media presence, 
the club is active at the National level, too. Join us for 
our daily posts on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
We bring you the inside scoop at PCA and Porsche events, 
auto shows, road tests, Porsche Panorama video and 
photoshoots, and more.

Help us grow our social media community and subscribe 
to them all!

FACEBOOK  @PorscheClubOfAmerica
INSTAGRAM  @PCANational
TWITTER  @PCANational
HASHTAGS:  #PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether

@PorscheClubOfAmerica

#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether#PorscheClubOfAmerica  #PCATogether

READ | POST | COMMENT 

Facebook

Instagram



Did you know PCA has its own racing series? 
PCA Club Racing has provided fantastic Porsche-only wheel to wheel racing since 1992 at tracks 
big and small across North America.

Club Racing is a place for Porsche enthusiasts to race their Porsches in a friendly, competitive environment.
Club Racing has a class for just about every sports car Porsche has made, everything from a converted 
944 to a new Porsche Motorsport GT3 Cup is welcome. With Club Racing, you can race your Porsche on 
some of the most historic tracks in North America like Lime Rock, Watkins Glen, Road Atlanta, and 
Canadian Tire Motorsports Park.

If you are a PCA member and have a Porsche race car, come race with us. For information on how to get 
started, head over to https://pcaclubracing.org/licensing

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  https://pcaclubracing.org
SOCIAL MEDIA:  @pcaclubracing on Facebook and Instagram

Motor-Stadt Madness september 2022
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See Thousands of Porsche Images in over 500 Colors.
Rennbow, the Porsche Color Wiki, is the largest collection of Porsche images on the Web, all organized 
by color. It’s interactive too, you can upload images of your car and make them part of a database of 
over 4,000 images that grows every day. Each color has commentary about the color and a rareness 
rating. Rennbow is also the home of Porsche Color-centric content that is updated regularly.

Visit Rennbow today, bookmark it, and share it with your friends via social media. 

SEE ALL THE COLORS:  Rennbow.org
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by color. It’s interactive too, you can upload images of your car and make them part of a database of 
over 4,000 images that grows every day. Each color has commentary about the color and a rareness 
rating. Rennbow is also the home of Porsche Color-centric content that is updated regularly.

Visit Rennbow today, bookmark it, and share it with your friends via social media. 
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Enjoy a drink and pizza 
on the club during 
regular meetings
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Monthly Club Meetings 

The club holds an informal meeting of members the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at Spagnuolos Restaurant in Okemos. These meetings
have been resumed due to the decline of COVID-19 and increased
vaccinations.

Next meeting October 11

662 W. Grand River 
Okemos



Saturday October 15. Porsche Okemos at Serra Auto Campus is holding a
charity Tailgate Party beginning at 12 p.m. at the dealership with all Motor-
Stadt members invited. Look for more information on e-mail blasts and on
our Facebook page, web site, and in this publication.

Saturday October 22. The last driving event of the season will probably be
held in northern Michigan. Date, route, and lunch venue to be determined.
Look for email blasts, and on our FaceBook, web page, and in this newsletter
for more information.

SPECIAL HEADS UP: 2023 will be Motor-Stadt’s 50th

anniversary year as a PCA region, having been charteApril 4,
1973. A committee has been formed to coordinate
anniversary activities. Among the celebratory events during
2023 will be a banquet and other events during the weekend of
June 3 at the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth. Steve Lee is
coordinating these activities. More information will be forthcoming.

The monthly member’s meeting at Spagnuolos the second Tuesday of the
month has resumed. The board will notify you via email blasts, in this
publication, on our web page, and on our Facebook page when other events
are added to the schedule or when an event has been cancelled.

Motor-Stadt Madness september 2022
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http://www.facebook.com/groups/2133402886881201/
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Got a tricky problem
with your Porsche?
We can find it.
And we can
fix it.



Need something for your car(s) or have
something to sell of interest to PCA members? Used
cars, body parts, interior parts, engine & drive train
parts, tires, wheels, oil, posters, old copies of
Panorama,model cars, etc. If you are a Motor-Stadt
member post your ad here for free (no business ads
or solicitations,please).

Or send a photo or something else that
would be of interest toMotor-Stadtmembers.

FOR SALE
Porsche 356 engine, 1959 vintage. Case number indicates a 1600N
size. Has been stored in my garage with clean oil. Solex carbs with
air cleaners, linkage. Turns by hand. I do not know the collector
value of this engine. A project that I never got around to taking
apart and tinkering with. Best offer over $2,500. Charlie Hagen—
cchagen@aol.com

Motor-Stadt Madness september 2022
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Member Charlie Hagen recently entered his 2019 Porsche 911 Targa C4S in the 
Southeast Michigan Region Concours d’Elegance held at Springdale Park in Waterford 
and came away with a second-place trophy! The event was held on Sunday August 21. 
Charlie sure looks happy about it, and well he should.

Photo by Paula Zimmer

A set of wheels and tires from a 2016 Boxster—two 245/35/20 Michelin Pilot Sport 
and two 275/35/20 General Max with spacers. The tires have about 10,000 miles on 
them. The wheels are in fair shape and have been in storage for about 2 years. $1,200.
Michael Michalak <mmichalak18@charter.net>

FOR SALE
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PCA Motor-Stadt Region 
Board Minutes September 13th, 2022 

6:30 PM - Spagnolo’s Restaurant (Second Tuesday of the Month) 
 
 

Present:  
President: Ken Jones    Board Member: Don Dickmann  6 additional members  
Vice President: Joe Lavender (Zoom) Board Member: James Yen  in attendance  
Secretary: Steve Lee   Board Member: Terrill Whitney    
Treasurer: Mark Haas (Zoom)  Board Member:  Matt MacFadden    
 
 
Proposed agenda – The agenda for the Sep 13th meeting approved unanimously (Moved D. Dickmann / Seconded S. Lee) 
 
Meeting Minutes - The Aug 9th, 2022 board meeting minutes were approved via E-mail. 
 
Membership – Ken reported that the current membership is 175 primaries, 86 affiliate (261 total) + 11 juniors.  

 
Treasurer’s Report – Mark reported we have $4,876 in checking, $9,933 in the investment account for a total of $14,809.  A 
motion to approve the report was made (Moved D. Dickmann / Seconded J. Yen) approved unanimously. 
 
Advertising and Insurance – No advertising activity this period.   Invoices for 2023 advertising will be sent out in Q3. 
 
Publications – Don will post the September newsletter pending receipt of these minutes and the president’s letter.  James 
plans to update social media including the latest newsletter.   
 
Committee Reports / Activities:  
 
• Autocross – The event at Birch Run speedway on Aug 13th was not attended as well as the first.  We believe threatening 

weather was to blame.  Those that showed up were rewarded with plenty of bonus track runs!  Thanks to the many 
volunteers that really stepped up and helped out.  These events are running smoother as we acclimate to the new 
venue.  An autocross checklist needs to be created and include event chair, safety chair and event observer.  National 
rules require we mention no alcohol is to be consumed at our track events and Steve will e-mail national suggesting 
they include that in the PCA waiver form. 

• Fall Drive – Joe has proposed an October 22nd Northern Michigan drive thru the tunnel of trees.  Look for an e-mail 
blast with details if plans fall into place. 

 
Old Business: 
 

• 50th anniversary celebration (2023) – The Bavarian Inn Lodge has been reserved for June 3rd 2023.  A five-member 
committee (Charley, Don, Ken, Joe, Steve) has been formed and will meet separately from this monthly meeting. 

 
New Business:   
 

• Porsche Okemos is planning a Tailgate event Oct 15th.  Save the date and look forward to e-mail updates. 
• The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan graciously accepted our $500 check and thanked partners like us for 

supporting their cause.  Perhaps a future drive to their location in Flint with “frunks” full of food can be planned!   
• Don reported the Saint Ignace event team may not be able to support Porsches on the Mac if we can not provide 

200+ cars.  We will investigate further before giving up on the event. 
• Meeting adjourned at 7:23 (Moved S. Lee / Seconded M. Haas) approved unanimously. 
 

 
 
Submitted by S. Lee, Secretary 



Nostalgia: a sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically for a 
period or place with happy personal associations. Although it can become an obsession, I 
seem to have more nostalgic moments as I grow older. I recently had one because of a 
book—The Red Car by Don Stanford. This little book has become a minor classic among car 
geeks, so I have been keeping my eye out for it for years. I finally found it on the Moss 
Motors web site at the reasonable price of $12.99, although you could pay a whole lot 
more for an early hardcover edition. When I received my copy in the mail and began to 
look it over, I suddenly realized that I had read this book before…in high school! I recall 
clearly sitting in the library of Solomon Juneau High in Milwaukee over 65 years ago reading 
The Red Car and loving it. What made it so engrossing at the time was that the protagonist 
is a kid named Hap Adams, about my age. He was living the dream of multitudes of 
teens…buying and repairing a crashed MG TC, then driving it. Not a Porsche, certainly, but 
who would not like to hop into the cockpit of one of these classic British roadsters?  

Through various trials Hap does manage to repair 
the MG with help from his friend and employer Frenchy 
Lascelle, owner of a local garage. Procuring another 
wrecked MG for parts helps the process along, although 
the complex disassembly and repair does wrap up rather 
quickly. Frenchy is a retired race driver who emigrated 
from Europe following a fatal accident during a race. He 
teaches Hap how to exploit the peak of the power curve of 
the small 1.25 L engine and how to downshift and drive the 
car through a corner. Several subplots are woven through 
the story, including an exciting road race through Hap’s 
hometown of Bullet, Colorado. Most of these subplots 
stretch credibility a bit, although not for young people. I 
certainly had no issue with them as a teenager.  

The book is not great literature; you will sense this after the first couple pages. 
Stanford wrote it for pre-teens and up, which was why I devoured it at age 15. Nonetheless, 
even at my advance age, I still was engaged the second time through. Although his writing 
is aimed at juveniles, Stanford knew cars and had raced them. I believe he could have 
disassembled an MG TC and then put it back together. At 182 pages The Red Car is not a 
long read; you could get through it in a day or two. The typeface of this facsimile printing 
is small and a bit of a strain on my eyes, but this is a minor point. If you recall reading this 
little classic as a teen and are up for some nostalgia, or if you want to dig into it for the first 
time, I recommend that you pick up a copy. At $12.99 you won’t have much to lose. 

          Don Dickmann   
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