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Motor-Stadt Madness
Editor—Don Dickmann
Madness is the official publication of
the Motor-Stadt Region (MST) of the
Porsche Club of America (PCA).
The ideas, opinions, and suggestions
made herein are solely those of the
authors and do not represent an
official opinion or position of MST or
PCA. MST and PCA do not endorse any
specific product or procedure by virtue
of its inclusion in Madness. Permission
to reprint any material appearing in
Madness requires the written
permission of the Editor. Submission
of articles or photos for publication in
Madness are welcome but are subject
to editorial review and may be
rejected.
Submit articles or photos to Don
Dickmann, editor, as Word files, pdfs,
or image formats (e.g. jpg). Send them
to motorstadt.pca@gmail.com

Advertising Policy & Rates
Non-commercial classified ads (e.g.
cars or parts for sale) are published in
Madness in the “Member Message
Board” at no cost to PCA members or
at nominal cost to non-members.
Commercial display or classified
advertisements that are of interest to
members,
whether
automotive
related or not, are published in
Madness. Contact Steve Lee for ad
rates at (motorstadt.pca@gmail.com).
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Want to stay updated on
the latest information
from our region?
Check out our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/groups/2133402886881201/
!NOTE: Our new web site (https://mst.pca.org)
is now live. Check it out!
You are encouraged to post items on our social media
that would be of interest to club members—no ads or
nothing political, religious, or personal, please.
We especially want photos—your
Porsches, events, drives, etc.
Send posts and photos to Don Dickmann at
( motorstadt.pca@gmail.com ) or post them on our
Facebook page.

Looking for PCA/Motor-Stadt apparel? Visit
www.sportsstop.net/motor-stadt-region-porsche-club/
to order directly.

Subscriptions
Monthly issues of Madness are
available to MST and PCA members for
free and are sent by email. Hard
copies available on request.

Address Changes

Please notify:
PCA National headquarters
P.O. Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21045
www.pca.org

3

Motor-Stadt Madness

november 2021

President’s Letter
There is a definite windy arctic chill in the air this year. Most trees have lost most of
their leaves. The sun is setting at 4:45 pm. Here in Michigan most households have
switched off the air conditioner and switched on the furnace and the humidifier
systems earlier than last year, although there have been a few 60- to 65-degree
days this month. There is a smell of wood burning in wood stoves and fireplaces.
When heading out, many people are piling on coats and sweaters to stay warm.
Many sports cars are being placed in their hibernated state for the balance of the
year, although there may still some driving days left this year. If not being placed in
hibernation, they are being winterized for cold weather driving. That would include
steel wheels, winter tires, hard tops, battery and (for some cars) antifreeze checkups.
Also, the fall season is a time to reflect on some things that have occurred this past
motoring season. The autocross season went very well this year. Motor-Stadt was
able to run three events this summer with no rain in sight, including the PorscheCorvette Challenge! We hope that will continue into the new year, 2022. We also
had a very successful, although late Spring Kick-Off that a raised significant donation
for The Greater Lansing Food Bank. We will continue to work with Serra Auto
Campus—Porsche of Okemos on joint venues with our members.
This time of the year is also great time to catch up on some reading to help pass the
time and educate ourselves about our cars, new products, and projects we can do.
Stay safe, stay healthy!
As the phrase goes, “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people…” This is what PCA is all
about…
Until then, dream of that perfect drive, shifting gears, perfect engine
temperature........
Ken Jones
Motor-Stadt President
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2021 Motor-Stadt Officers
& Board of Directors
Ken Jones—President
Terrill Whitney—Vice-president
Steve Lee—Secretary,
Advertising & Insurance
Mark Haas—Treasurer
Don Dickmann—At Large,
Madness Editor
Joe Lavender—At Large
James Yen—At Large,
Social Media Chair

All Board meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month at
Spagnuolos restaurant in Okemos
beginning at 6:30 p.m. All club
members are invited.
2021 Board Meeting Dates
January
12

February
9

March
9

April
13

May
11

June
8

July
13

August
10

September
14

October
12

November
9

December
14

Randy Kleiman—Legal Counsel
Historian—Vacant

New board members
urgently needed!
If you are interested contact the
board at this email address:

motorstadt.pca@gmail.com

Motor-Stadt
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Membership News

Motor-Stadt membership as of October 2021:
Primary
Affiliate
Life
Total
PCA Juniors

152
77
0
229
9

PCA national membership as of October 2021:
Primary
Affiliate
Life
Total

93,449
49,830
21
143,300

The largest single marque car club!

New PCA/Motor-Stadt Members & Their Cars
Aleksander Halk, East Lansing, 2013 Boxster
Adam Horrocks, Grand Ledge, 1985 911 Carrera
Leonhard Sarosi, Saginaw, 1985 944
7
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Dear Zone 4,

My article this month is more ‘not around the zone’ then around. Due to some
personnal commitments, I was not able to attend some of the fantastic fall color tours
that I read about on your facebook pages and websites.
One commiment I had was to attend the Formula 1 race in
Austin Texas, at the Circuit of the Americas - COTA. Since this
was cancelled in 2020, was so great to get back to a sense of
normalcy, as we are all enjoying in various aspects of our
lives.
We met up with great friends Max and Mary Ann, and some
of my former Maverick Region buddies, for our seats in the
best grandstand ever Turn 12. We had seats on the top
row, with the rest of the Porsche Club contingent, about 20 of
us.

David Clardy and Max Willis at F1 COTA

For those of
you who haven’t gone to a professional race, there
are a few handy tips. First if you can, pre-purchase
parking in a designated lot near the track and then
be patient leaving. This makes the trip into the track
so much easier and then you can go back and forth
to the car if you need to to drop off swag
purchases, etc. Speaking of which, do you shopping
on Friday and Saturday, cuz Sunday on race day is a
zoo. So many people. This year, the crowd on Friday
was amazing. I also recommend walking around the
COTA Formula 1!
venue to enjoy the track from all angles, specificalliy
at a road course. You’ll want to do this during the
support race group sessions, which can be equally as
exciting as the main event. The COTA race featured
Formula W all women drivers. Great open wheel
fun.
A few weeks prior, Daniel Ricciardo who drives for
McLaren, won a bet with his boss Zac Brown, McLaren
CEO. The bet was that if Daniel got to a podium finish
before COTA, he would get to drive a few laps with
the Monte Carlo owned by Zac that Dale Earnhardt
drove to the 1984 NASCAR championship. Dani-Ric as
we call him, spun donuts in 4 corners in his final lap
Dani-Ric doing Donuts in Dale Earnhardt s car.
hillarious.
Enjoy your fall events!
Lori
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Have you signed up for PCA Juniors?
It’s not just the cars. And it’s not just the grown-ups. PCA is about the kids too!
The PCA Juniors program is here for kids to enjoy PCA events, learn about Porsches, and continue the
passion that runs throughout the Porsche Club of America. As a PCA member, you may sign up your
child, grandchild, niece, or nephew under the age of 18. It's free to join! Your PCA Junior will receive
a welcome box with an ID name badge in the mail. Many region events include activities for children
and teens geared to grow enthusiasm for Porsche and PCA for generations to come.
SIGN UP HERE. IT’S FREE! https://www.pca.org/pca-juniors
The PCA Juniors program has worked with coloring book illustrator Fireball Tim to create custom
coloring sheets for you to download and enjoy.
DOWNLOAD HERE: https://www.pca.org/pca-juniors-activities
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Delivering Porsche technical content directly to your screens
PCA’s Tech Tactics Live is an online extension of our biannual in-person Tech Tactics events. Hosted on
YouTube, we cover various topics, including Porsche's newest models, DIY projects, and engaging technical
discussions. Viewers have the opportunity to interact with the host and guests. Episodes are geared for experts
and casual enthusiasts alike.
SEE VIDEOS: www.youtube.com/porscheclubofamerica
SUBSCRIBE TO PCA’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL TODAY!
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Selling your Porsche or Porsche parts or accessories?
The Mart is the best solution!
Mart shoppers are PCA members who know Porsches, know what they’re looking at, and are serious,
ready, willing, and able buyers — not tire kickers. Because PCA members take care of their Porsches,
vehicle quality in The Mart is better than other websites. And these are not anonymous buyers and
sellers, they are registered PCA members.
The Mart is one of the most visited parts of PCA.org, recording over 650,000 page views per month.
In addition to your online Mart ad, you get a summary version of your ad in Porsche Panorama.
Panorama
It’s a free benefit of membership — there is no charge to place an ad in The Mart!
VISIT: mart.pca.org

1510
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Monthly Club Meetings

The club holds an informal meeting of members the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at Spagnuolos Restaurant in Okemos. These meetings
have been resumed due to the decline of COVID-19 and increased
vaccinations.

662 W. Grand River
Okemos

Enjoy a drink and pizza
on the club during
regular meetings

Next meeting December 14
12

Motor-Stadt Madness

november 2021

Motor-Stadt 2021 Event Calendar

•

No events currently are planned by Motor-Stadt Region for the
remainder of 2021.

SPECIAL HEADS UP—2023 will be Motor-Stadt’s 50th
anniversary as a PCA region. Be thinking about events we
can hold to celebrate and how YOU can participate in
planning them. A committee will be formed soon to
coordinate celebration activities. Stay tuned for more info.
The monthly member’s meeting at Spagnuolos the second Tuesday of the
month has resumed. The board will notify you via email blasts, in this
publication, on our web page, and on our Facebook page when other events
are added to the schedule or when an event has been cancelled.
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Buying a New Porsche
By Don Dickmann

On September 6 of this year I
turned 80 years of age. I accept that I do
not have many years left. And there are
health issues to contend with. C’est la
vie! So, I decided to give myself a really
big birthday present. On a spring day in
early May I sat down with Jay Douglas at
Porsche of Okemos and ordered a
brand-new Cayman GTS. Jay said I could
expect delivery around Thanksgiving,
well after my birthday—but close
enough.
Ordering a new car today is
relatively straightforward and fun,
thanks to the internet. Here are the
steps I took. After reading several
reviews of the GTS online to reaffirm my
decision, I began at the Porsche.com
website. I clicked first on the 718 body
type, then on “Build Your Porsche.” I
chose the Cayman GTS model because I
wanted a naturally aspirated sixcylinder engine rather than the turbocharged four. Next up popped a color
picture of the car along with a long list
of options. Exterior and interior colors,
wheel choice, transmission, and several
other options are displayed in the
picture as they are selected. I could see
from six exterior and interior angles just
what I would be getting with each
option, a very cool feature. As I chose
options the total price was computed on
the top right of the page. When
satisfied with my choices, clicking on

“Show Overview” gave me a complete
breakdown of the base price plus the
options I chose and other costs. I printed
this page and took it to the dealership.
I will not list all the options I chose,
but it was far short of all that were
available. The major items were gentian
blue exterior with black/Bordeaux red
leather interior, silver wheels, PDK, and
the Premium Package. It looked to be a
really sharp car. After the deal was
made with Jay and $1,000 deposited,
the wait began. I hoped I would have a
few days to drive the car in late fall
before the snows began. Actually, given
the current parts supply troubles in the
automotive industry, I did not expect
the car until spring. But Jay said Porsche
AG gives preference to customerordered cars. Then in mid-October Jay
called and said that the car would be
delivered at the end of the month.
Whoa! What a nice surprise.
The delivery experience at Porsche
of Okemos on October 28 was stellar.
The first thing Kathleen and I noticed
was a table in the corner of the delivery
room with several attractively wrapped
gifts…a nice touch. Although Jay had
sent me several photos of the car being
prepped in the shop, when he pulled it
into the delivery room I was stunned.
The car looked to be all I had expected it
to be, even more. The special lighting in
the delivery room really showed off the
16
14
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color and sculpture of the car. After lots
of oohing and aahing from everyone
present, the business manager arrived
to attend to the paperwork details.
After signing multiple documents,
handing over the check, and mounting
the license plate, the car was ours. We
drove out of the delivery room beaming
like kids with a new toy.
So far, I have only put a couple
hundred miles on the odometer. I will
have to push that over 500 before I dial

Photo by Paula Zimmer

november 2021

in sport+ and drive the car aggressively,
something I hope to be able to do
before the snow and salty slush begin.
Meanwhile Kathleen and I are enjoying
the luxury of the Cayman GTS and
beginning to learn the myriad electronic
and safety features built into a 2022
automobile. The Cayman is light years
more advanced compared to my 26year-old 993 (which I just put into
storage for the winter). But I love that
“old” 993 just that much more.

Photo by Paula Zimmer
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AS THE HOLIDAYS APPROACH,
WE WISH YOU SAFE TRAVELS
AND GOOD HEALTH.

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

16
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Check it out—https://mst.pca.org

Also check out our FaceBook
page—
www.facebook.com/groups/2133402886881201/
13
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Member Message Board

Need something for your car(s) or have
something to sell of interest to PCA members? Used
cars, body parts, interior parts, engine & drive train
parts, tires,
oil,it…but
posters,
old copies of
Sorrywheels,
if you missed
you may
Panorama, model
cars,chance
etc. Ifinyou
are a Motor-Stadt
have another
2020!
member post your ad here for free (no business ads
or solicitations, please).
Or send a photo
or something else that
would be of interest to Motor-Stadt members.

FOR SALE

Four mounted winter tires. Pirelli Sottozero Series II on Enkei
NT03+M rims. 235/40 R18 front (-1 diameter, 50 mm offset)
265/40 R18 rear (-1 diameter, 60 mm offset). Fits a 997 911 and
maybe other models. Little tread wear, purchased in 2018.
Currently stored at Belle Tire. $1200 OBO (PRICE REDUCED).
Contact Don Dickmann—dickman1@msu.edu

Paula Zimmer
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The November board meeting was cancelled for
lack of a quorum.
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From the Editor
This is an interesting time to be buying an automobile. New cars are scarce in
dealer showrooms and lots; there’s not much to choose from. Good pre-owned cars
are selling at record prices…but you have to act quickly because they are here today
and gone tomorrow. Just check our local dealership, Porsche of Okemos. Their
showroom lately has been mostly empty, with occasional nice, pre-owned cars on
display. A few days later they are gone. Same is true on their outdoor lot. According
to Scott McDaniel, General Manager, and Jay Douglas, Porsche Brand Ambassador,
buyers are especially hyped on sports cars—911s, Boxsters, and Caymans. The
COVID pandemic must have unleashed a wild and crazy streak in drivers!
The above trend represents lots of opportunities for prospective buyers and
sellers of cars. For sellers of good, low-mileage cars, it is like finding oneself on the
big rock candy mountain. For example, the used-car price index rose 9.2% in the
last month and 38% in the past year. If you are thinking about selling or trading in,
now is the time to do it. But don’t delay. This bubble is probably temporary and will
burst soon, and when it does does prices will fall hard and fast. If you are in the
market to buy a pre-owned Porsche, maybe it’s best to hold off for a while and wait
for prices to settle back down…unless you are willing to pay top dollar.
On the other hand, new-car buyers also have an opportunity coming up. The
semi-conductor chip shortage combined with supply chain backlogs have reduced
the supply of new cars. Hence the empty dealer showrooms. But loads of 2021
models have been built and are waiting for a part or to be unloaded from transport
ships. Thus, when these 2021 models hit the market, good deals on them will be
abundant well into next year.
On that optimistic note, I and the board of Motor-Stadt wish you a…

Happy Thanksgiving!

Don Dickmann
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